Use of the Bio-Rad silver stain to identify gel purified RNA components of small nuclear ribonucleoprotein antigens.
The ultrasensitive silver staining procedure developed for the detection of proteins in polyacrylamide gels has been used to identify the RNA component of small nuclear ribonucleoprotein antigens recognised by antinuclear antibodies. The technique described is a simple, safe and inexpensive procedure with a sensitivity comparable with that obtained by biosynthetic labelling of RNA with 32P.